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Seven species of conifers are reported from 
Burnt Cape.  They are all woody plants 
producing their seeds in cone-like 
structures rather than in flowers.
However, because they form a significant 
portion of the dominant vegetation and 
provide shelter for many of the flowering 
plants, they should be readily recognized 
by wildflower enthusiasts.  The major 
distinguishing features of each conifer are 
illustrated in the following slides.

Conifers of Burnt Cape



Black Spruce (Picea mariana) 
Usually occurs as small stunted trees or twisted tuckamore in areas of 
wetter soils.  Less common on Burnt Cape than White Spruce.

Mature oval-shaped
cones.

Young cones in summer.



Black Spruce young twig.  Note the twig surface is brown with tiny hairs 
which can be readily seen with a 10x hand lens.  Some slender scales of 
the end bud project beyond the bud tip.  Needles of both spruces are 
angular and four-sided in cross section and sharply pointed.



White Spruce (Picea glauca)
Young and mature open cones are more elongate than those of Black 
Spruce.  Usually occurs as dense stunted tuckamore on Burnt Cape in 
drier, well drained sites.



White Spruce twig surfaces are hairless and shiny light brown in 
colour.  Bud scales do not project as thin structures beyond the 
end bud as is common in Black Spruce.  The green needles in 
both spruces are attached to brownish stubs  which remain on 
twigs when needles break off.  When crushed, twigs and needles 
often produce a distinct odour of tom-cat urine which is not 
present in Black Spruce.



Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea)
Forms dense tuckamore in wind-swept locations.  Cones are upright on 
branches and do not fall intact, but rather shatter leaving the upright 
“candles” remaining.



Balsam Fir needles are flattened in cross section, round tipped, and are 
attached directly to the twig by rounded disks.



Balsam Fir cones often exude an aromatic sticky resin known as 
“Canada Balsam”.  The resin is also located in bark bladders.



Larch/Tamarack (Larix laricina)
Larch needles are soft and slender, attached singly in new twigs, but on 
older branches occurring in clusters of more than twelve.  Newly formed 
cones are reddish, becoming brown at maturity.

Larch is usually 
encountered as 
low or ground-
hugging 
shrubbery on 
the Cape.



Creeping Juniper (Juniperus horizontalis)
A prostrate, ground hugging shrub producing fleshy berry-like cones.
“Berries” are green when immature turning dark bluish when mature.



Creeping Juniper  leaves are tiny and scale-like arranged in four 
overlapping rows on the stem.  Photo shows mature bluish “berries”.



Common Juniper (Juniperus communis)
Leaves are sharp pointed needles arranged in whorls of three.  Cones 
are bluish “berries” similar to those of Creeping Juniper.



Common Juniper is a prostrate shrub in exposed areas, but can be more 
upright to a meter or so in sheltered areas.  Photo shows new green 
immature current year cones and old previous year cones.



Canada Yew (Taxus canadensis)
Grows as a understory woodland shrub usually less than a meter in 
height.  To the casual eye often mistaken for young Balsam Fir seedlings.

The fruit is a red fleshy 
berry (cone) not often 
seen in the wild.



Canada Yew twigs, upper-side (left) and under-side (right).

Yew leaves are sharp 
pointed, whereas Fir 
leaves are round-
tipped.
Yew leaves are 
attached to a stalk 
directed towards the 
base of the twig, 
whereas Fir leaves 
are attached to the 
twig by rounded 
disks.



Trees rarely grow upright in exposed areas of Burnt Cape, but because 
of the intense prevailing winds, they become extremely flagged 
(growing away from the wind).  More often  trees are severely flagged 
close to the ground and their inter-tangled canopy produces a dense 
shrubby cover known as “tuckamore”.



Newfoundland “palm trees”!  This dense canopy of Balsam Fir 
tuckamore appears to be close to the ground, but “trees” are actually 
about two meters tall.  Note the winter kill of the previous year’s new 
growth.



Under the canopy of the previous photo can be seen the gnarled and 
twisted Balsam Fir stems.  Where the canopy is dense, little light 
penetrates and only mosses and a few shade tolerant herbs can be 
found.  In more open canopies a variety of herbs and shrubs abound.



In the shelter of leeward slopes, low, dense Balsam Fir tuckamore is 
common, remaining just below the down-sweeping  winds deflected 
by the above ridge.  Such patches are impenetrable by humans.



A burled upright Larch stem probably killed by a severe winter  
weather event.  Note the lower living Larch branches forming a 
shrubby mass near the ground.



White Spruce hosts at least two parasites on the Cape. On the left is a gall caused 
by an aphid-like insect known as an adelgid. On the right is a leaf infection by a 
rust fungus.
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